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Active errors refer to events that occur immediately before an accident while the latent errors are the less apparent failures as result of the equipment of the environment which are mostly hidden until they contribute to harm to a patient. Active faults are errors caused by human beings while latent errors are errors that usually go unrecognized and are inherent within the system such as problem lurking in the equipment or ineffective training that contribute to multiple of human errors  (Reiling, 2010).
Examples of latent failures include such as multiple infusion devices especially ones used during cardiac surgery, wrong programming of infusion pumps, the problem in the scheduling of the operating suits resulting to the aesthetics having insufficient time to check devices before surgery, a new nurse who posses a communication barrier and ineffective training of medical personnel. Examples of active errors include lack of skill and knowledge failure to double-check, failure to follow instructions and the right procedure, failure to follow procedure and omissions on the checklist items.
Avoiding latent and active errors is possible. Some of the ways which these errors can be avoided includ3 setting of processes and systems that identify evaluate an minimize the hazards in clinical practices and facilitate continuous improvement. This facilitates early detection of the errors before they cause harm to the patients (Bumpus, 2013). Also, establishing operational systems that increase the reliability of patient care can help reduce human and latent errors. Other ways to avoid this errors include testing of equipments after purchase to ensure that they fit the requirements,testing and inspection of materials before surgery and additional clinical practices,establishment of systems that ensure that healthcare personnel follow the right procedures in their work as well as adequate and effective training of health personnel that proves productive.
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